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DEC INVESTIGATES DEATH OF LAKE ONTARIO WATER BIRDS
Gulls, Grebes and Loons Discovered To Date
Public Advised To Use Caution in Handling Fish and Game

The New York State Department of Environmental Corsgen (DEC) today announced that
the agency is investigating the cause of the deaths anaws water birds found along the
shores of eastern Lake Ontario since Saturday, Octih@006. DEC advised the public to take
precautions in handling birds and other wildlife fromsihareas until the investigation is
completed.

Gulls, grebes, and loons collected by DEC Bureau of\Wilstaff from Sodus Bay to Deer
Creek Marsh are being examined by DEC’s Wildlife Patholdgy. Tests for Type E Botulism
will be conducted, along with other clinical analyses.

An outbreak of Type E Botulism first appeared in southake Huron in 1998 and spread to
Lake Erie in 1999. During 2000, Type E Botulism affected fish aras i the New York
waters of Lake Erie. Thousands of waterbirds, includingegeloons, gulls, and certain
waterfowl, were found washed up on the shoreline. DECesuiesitly confirmed Type E
Botulism in several species of fish and waterfow! filceke Erie. Outbreaks have occurred on
Lake Erie every year since then, usually during late surtonearly winter.

DEC is continuing to gather sick and dead birds and fisheokcfor botulism or other
diseases. As part of an annual monitoring program docurgestliglife impacts from the
disease, sweeps of specific stretches of the Gedads shorelines occur each fall during peak
migration periods. Dead birds and other wildlife are recoeae] when feasible, collected for
necropsy and clinical testing.

Type E Botulism was first documented in birds near Laki& in 2002, but the mortality
this year is the largest so far. In July 2002 and August 2808ra gulls were tested from the
eastern basin of Lake Ontario and many of those testative. There have been no reports of
any human ilinesses associated with these outbreaks ETBpgulism is a specific strain of
botulism most commonly affecting fish-eating birds. Bseociated neurotoxin produced by
actively growing bacterium (Clostridium botulinum) casiparalysis in the affected birds and
often results in drowning. The ingestion of the toxiadarced by the botulism bacterium and can
be harmful to humans who eat contaminated birds orTigldate, Type E Botulism has not been
found in any fish from Lake Ontario or the St. LawreRiver.

Hunters and anglers are advised not to harvest waderfdish that appear sick or are acting
abnormally. Waterbirds impacted by botulism toxin cannoafid their legs become paralyzed.
They often propel themselves across the water and nwgfith their wings. A sick fish
typically will have a hard time remaining upright, wak swimming on its side or belly up, or



sometimes floundering on the surface trying to swim dowrmrey other potential signs of
sickness.

Cooking may not destroy the botulism toxin. DEC remimaisters and anglers to take the
following precautions for preparing all fish and waterfowl

Harvest only fish and waterfow! that act and lookithga

Wear rubber or plastic protective gloves while fitigtifield dressing, skinning or butchering
birds, fish or wildlife. Remove and discard intestinesrsafter harvest and avoid direct contact
with intestinal contents;

Wash hands, utensils and work surfaces before amchaftdling any raw food, including fish
and game meat;

Keep fish and game cool (either with ice or refraged below 45 degrees Fahrenheit/7 degrees
Celsius) until filleted or butchered, and then refrigetateeze; and

Cook fish and other seafood to an internal temperétutae thickest part) of 140 degrees
Fahrenheit (60 degrees Celsius). Cook game birds to anahtemperature of 165 degrees
Fahrenheit (74 degrees Celsius).

If you must handle dead or dying fish or birds, use rubbplastic protective gloves or a
plastic bag. Any discovery of dead or distressed fishildltife, such as water birds showing a
condition known as "limberneck" that results from pesia of the neck muscles, should be
reported to DEC's Division of Fish and Wildlife officesBuffalo at (716) 851-7010, Allegany
at (716) 372-0645, Avon at (585) 226-2466, Syracuse at (315) 426-7400, Catt(&0d) 753-
3095, Watertown at (315) 785-2261 or Cape Vincent at (315) 654-2147.



